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NATURE AWAKENS

Wild boars roaming the streets of Haifa, the Barcelona
Opera marking its reopening with a concert for 2,000 plants,
dolphins (falsely) rumored to have reached the Venetian
canals... While the coronavirus pandemic has put the world
on a stand-still, nature has continued its course and invaded
our urban territories, in both reality and imagination.
The expression "nature awakens" reflects a soothing
new reality, a heartfelt longing for a better world, and it
is also a source of incongruous humorous content that

has spread virally on the Web.

The exhibition "Nature Awakens" held at the Edmond
de Rothschild Center to mark Tel Aviv’s lllustration Week
presents an array of visual representations: from works

created before the epidemic’s outbreak that have taken

on a new meaning in the light of this past year’s events;
to new works prepared especially for the show. The works
include a wide range of formats and disciplines (illustration,
architecture, textile design, photography, interactive art
and more) and showcase 15 young artists who all graduated

from art and design schools in Israel in the last five years.

The exhibition sets side by side a sound-controlled
imaginary nature; endangered wild plants and animals
on an airplane journey; shirts embroidered with jungle
and wildlife images as a response to unpaid leaves; and
the happy summer memory of a wild and thorny cactus
garden in Arad, redesigned to reflect a world turned
upside down. Like a reminder of the ground that has

collapsed under our feet this past year.
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The Edmond de Rothschild Center works to promote and nurture artists and designers who are graduates of higher art and design studies in Israel during their
initial years of activity. The Center's activity is based on cooperation with the educational institutions and focuses on providing the artists with tools and on
developing their professional skills in the early stages of their careers. The Center supports young artists and designers in strengthening their professional status
through temporary exhibitions, training and mentoring programs. It serves as a meeting place for the various organizations and entities operating in the field
(artists, curators, galleries, museums, academia, and more). Activities at the Center are in line with the Foundation’s vision of promoting the values of excellence,
diversity, and leadership. They reflect the Rothschild family's long-standing commitment and heritage of supporting the arts.
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This large-scale, black-and-white panoramic drawing depicts the airplane
journey of Israel's endangered wild plants and animals. Halfway between
Noah's Arch and an imaginary scenario in which animals and plants have
taken control of planet Earth, this surrealistic account raises many questions,
such as: what are the animals and plants doing on a plane? What is their
destination? And what is the future of human/nature relations?
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The random headline of a newspaper article ("Mess"), pulled out of context,
became the source of inspiration for a series of animal illustrations. The
latter are drawn with expressiveness, movement, chaos and drama, inspired
by the British illustrator and caricaturist Ralph Steadman.
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Anillustrated pop-up book displays a grey-toned Israeli neighborhood in the
days before the confinement. Once open, the book reveals a multi-colored
neighborhood bursting with lushy nature: ornamental plants, wild
vegetation, urban and wild animals take over the neighborhood and
transform its appearance.
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This series of soft objects is designed for vegetation in the domestic space.
The series balances the color palette, composition and size of the plant
with the design of the woven fabric. These small objects produce dynamic
structures that allow for a playful relation between the various plants and
their vessels. The work was produced as part of a final project at the Textile
Design Department, Shenkar.
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This large-scale, colorful and cheerful ceiling work recounts the happy
memory of a summer spent in the family's wild cactus garden in Arad. The
textile and clothing items reflect a world turned upside down: cactuses are
suspended between heaven and earth, like a reminder of the ground that
has collapsed under our feet this past year. The work was developed from
afinal project produced at the Fashion Design Department of Shenkar.
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The mosquito net for a sliding window has become an aesthetic and
decorative item, an integral part of interior and exterior home design. The
presented work lays the conceptual groundwork for a textile patent: the
sliding of the window sets in motion a scenery of birds and landscapes from
the local nature. The work was produced as part of a final project at the
Textile Design Department, Shenkar.
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The Natural History of Extinct Animals

Jonathan Katz
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This catalogue lists 20 endangered mammals in Asia. The illustrations
were inspired by the theatrical display of animals in the natural history
museums. A closer look reveals that these animals are in fact humans
dressed and moving like animals, within a setting that simulates their
"natural" environment.
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Embroidered scenes combine human figures, fauna and flora to depict an
imaginary world bursting with jungle life and wild nature. Together they
document the journey into wilderness prompted by a forced unpaid leave.
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This interactive installation uses illustration, animation and sound to
present the day and night cycles of an imaginary natural landscape that
changes according to the visitors' actions. The project proposes an escapist
outdoor experience, the creation of an internal nature that reflects an
open world, far away from the confined spaces of our current times. The
work was produced as part of a final project at the Department of Visual
Communication, Bezalel.
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This series of digital illustrations depicts nature’s daily and seasonal
occurrences in Eretz Israel: reproduction, birth, human intervention and
survival. The presented result is an expressive, unruly contemporary
interpretation of the customary format of the botanical guide.
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Alarge-scale landscape installation made from different texture materials -
such as corrugated cardboard, plexiglass and fabric - expresses the longing
for open spaces born from our experience of home confinement. The
work presents an abstraction of nature and seeks to redefine the distance
between nature, the city and human beings.
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The work presents a series of images collected from across the web during
the confinement, printed on transparent plexiglass and hung from the
ceiling, echoing the way humans contemplate nature through windows
and screens. The images tell the story of nature's wildlife taking over urban
spaces while the human race is confined at home.



