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Association; from 2006 to 2008, he was a
member of the steering committee for
the establishment of the Israeli Cartoon
Museum in Holon; and since 2006, he
has been a member of the international
organization Cartoonists for Peace.
Until his retirement in 2020, Kichka was
a senior lecturer in illustration and a
professor in the Visual Communications
Department at Bezalel.

Kichka has recently published a series
of autobiographical graphic novels in
Hebrew and French about his relationship
with his father, a Holocaust survivor. For
his books, he won the Israel Museum
Ben-Yizhak Award for the Illustration
of a Children’s Book and the Dosh
Cartooning Award.

Danny Kerman
was born in Karkur in 1940. At the age
of 16, he was accepted to the Bezalel
Academy of Art and Design, from which he
graduated in 1959 with a degree in graphic
design. Over the years, he illustrated
hundreds of children’s books and travel

books, whose publication he initiated.
Kerman was also one of the founders
of the satirical column “Davar Acher”,
for which he was a senior writer and
illustrator. Kerman has taught illustration
at various academic institutions and has
presented numerous solo exhibitions.
He has initiated, written, and illustrated
books on a variety of subjects. For more
than a decade, Kerman has maintained
ablog where he discusses the history of
illustration and important illustrators,
sharing his extensive knowledge with
the Israeli illustration community.

Kerman has received many awards
for his work. He was named “Yakir
Ha’Festival” of the Animix Comics and
Cartoon Animation Festival, and won
the Hans Christian Andersen Illustration
Award, the Nachum Gutman Illustration
Award, the Israel Museum Ben-Yizhak
Award for the Illustration of a Children’s
Book, the Steimatzky Prize, and the
Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Ministry of Education, Culture
and Sports.

Eden Ofir

was born in 1996 and grew up in Holon. In
2021, she graduated from the Department
of Visual Communications at Shenkar
College of Engineering and Design,
where she specialized in illustration and
typography and received a scholarship
from the America-Israel Cultural
Foundation. By day she works for a
branding company, and by night she cuts
and pastes ideas. The works selected for
the exhibition feature illustrations of
various characters, each of which tells its
own story through its gaze, movement,
posture and facial expression - all in a
playful way and through improvisation.
By combining shapes, and with the free
brushstrokes, a miniscule fragment
of an everyday moment is granted
momentousness; a daily fraction,
amusing and exciting at times.

Eli Babajanov

was born in 1988 and grew up in
Jaffa. In 2018, he graduated from the
Bezalel Academy of Art and Design
with a bachelor’s degree in visual
communication and has been involved
in illustration ever since. Babajanov
designed the branding for Illustration
Week 2021 and presented his works in a
number of illustration exhibitions. His
work seeks to explore the connection
between art, design and illustration by
delving into the act of page turning,
reinterpreting format and reading.
Babajanov also combines manual printing
techniques with digital interpretations.
For Babajanov, the works he has selected
for the exhibition represent observation,
locality, ordinariness and innocence.
He combines traditional and digital
illustration as well as a desire to tell small
stories that fit into a single frame.

Talia Drigues

was born in 1992 and grew up in Tel Aviv.
She studied at the Wizo Haifa Academy
of Design and Education from 2014 to
2018 and currently works as a freelance
illustrator in her studio in Givatayim.
Drigues mainly illustrates children’s
books and newspapers. The works she has
chosen for the exhibition are a collection
of works from the last three years since
her graduation from Wizo, combined with
selected sketches and illustrations. Also
on display is Drigues’ elaborate package
for “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” - an
illustrated behind-the-scenes look at the
production of the play, an introduction to
the characters and the work areas of the
various professionals preparing the play.
The package includes a kit for putting
together the forest scene.

Einav Vaisman
was born in 1986 and grew up in Ashkelon.
In 2017, she graduated from the Bezalel
Academy of Art and Design. She works
as a freelance illustrator, combining
commercial projects for the Shoofra
brand with solo artistic illustrations
she creates mainly for various group
exhibitions she has participated in and
curated. Her illustrations incorporate
visual elements from different cultures
around the world, with each piece

focusing on a different culture, so that
working on each illustration becomes
a journey to faraway lands. Vaisman
often incorporates animals into her
illustrations, seeking to convey their
plight in the modern world and to
promote a caring, conscientious attitude
towards all living things.

Valya Rozencvaig

was born in Russia in 1989 and immigrated
to Israel with her family in 2000. In 2018,
she graduated from Minshar School of Art
with a degree in visual communication.
She works as an art director, designer
and illustrator and tries to enjoy life to
the fullest. Rozencvaig has decided to
showcase her latest work, a collection of
illustrations for Lilach Wallach’s column,
which has been published in Liberal
magazine for approximately five years,
and a series called “Homework.” Over the
past two years, isolation, lockdown, and
working from home have made Home the
center of Rozencvaig’s life. However, with
her pregnancy and maternity leave, the
concept of home and nesting has taken
on another layer of meaning. In the works
she displays, Rozencvaig allows viewers
to take a positive look at recent events
and the lessons they unfold in hopes that
we will not soon forget them.

The Edmond de Rothschild Center works
to promote and nurture artists and
designers who are graduates of higher
art and design studies in Israel during
their initial years of activity.

The Center’s activity focuses on providing
the artists with tools and on developing
their professional skills in the early
stages of their careers.

www.edrcenter.com
(® EDRcenter
@edrcenter



illustrations, and the freedom and joy
of the childish figures she creates with a
combination of compassion and beauty
rather than distortion and grotesqueness;
Danny Kerman admired Eden Ofir’s high
capabilities of writing and drawing and
noted her talent in crystallizing an
artistic-illustrative-playful style that
pristinely and passionately combines
collage, typography, and original,
personal drawing; Michel Kichka praised
Valya Rozencvaig’s critical, consolidated
personal-feminine expression,
simultaneously ironic and delicate; and
Ora Eitan highlighted Einav vVaisman’s
artistic flexibility, the cultural-artistic
precision of her commercial works and
personal projects.

The exhibition features a mix that
is not usually exhibited together in
Israeli artists’ daily, commercial and
creative work. The initial blessing —
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the exhibition’s Hebrew title alludes to
the blessings of Biblical fathers as well
as to the traveler’s prayer — was that
of the laureate illustrators who chose
the younger ones, but at the end of the
process it seems that the blessing was
mutual. The film and the exhibition
together document a human, artistic
encounter between illustrators who
are linked together into a sequence of
contemporary Israeli illustration.

We offer our blessing to the ten
illustrators and wish them continued
success in their artistic path. Their success
is a blessing for us, the readers, too

Orna Granot

Exhibition curator

Head of Illustration Library,
Youth Wing, the Israel Museum,
Jerusalem

Yossi Abolafia
was born in 1944 and grew up in Tiberias.
At the age of 17, he was accepted to the
Bezalel Academy of Art and Design and
completed 4 years in the Department of
Visual Communication. After his military
service, Abolafia began working for
Israeli television as a graphic artist and
caricaturist. Over the years, he created
animated clips for children’s programs,
news programs, entertainment programs,
and satirical shows - including the
mythological “Nikui Rosh”. Early in his
career, Abolafia worked as a scriptwriter
and animation director in Canada and the
United States. He later served as head of
the Animation Department at Bezalel,
where he taught as a professor until his
retirement in 2011.

To date, Abolafia has illustrated over
150 children’s books published in Israel
and abroad, of which he has authored 11.
He won the Israel Museum Ben-Yizhak
Award for the Illustration of a Children’s
Book, the Hans Christian Andersen Award
for illustrating children’s books and the
Nachum Gutman Illustration Award.

Ora Eitan
was born in Tel Aviv in 1940. She studied
at the Bezalel Academy of Art and
Design and over the years has illustrated
children’s literature, and newspaper
illustrations for children and adults,
as well as publishing personal columns
and short stories in various newspapers.
Eitan has participated in many group
exhibitions in Israel and around the
world, and has presented a number of
prominent solo exhibitions, including at
the Nachum Gutman Museum of Art in Tel
Aviv and the Weidner Library at Harvard
University in Boston. For many years,
Eitan was an illustration lecturer in the
Department of Visual Communication at
Bezalel and a guest lecturer at the Rhode
Island School of Design (RISD).

Eitan has illustrated dozens of
children’s books and her illustrations
accompany texts written by some of the
finest Hebrew authors. For six of the
books she illustrated, Eitan received the
Israel Museum Ben-Yizhak Award for the

Illustration of a Children’s Book. She won
the Hans Christian Andersen Illustration
Award and, in 2012, she was named “Yakir
Bezalel” - Honorary Fellow of Bezalel’s
Department of Visual Communication.

Alona Frankel
was born in Krakow, Poland, in 1937. She
grew up in the shadow of War World
II, living with her parents in the Lvov
ghetto and then hiding in a village while
her parents hid in the city, until finally
immigrating to Israel with her family
in 1949. Frankel began her career as an
illustrator of children’s books, and then
wrote a series of children’s books whose
protagonist is a curly-haired boy named
Naftali and which includes Sir HaSirim
(Once Upon a Potty), now a bestseller
translated into many languages. Her first
book for adults, A Girl, is an autobiography
that narrates the story of her childhood,
for which she won the Sapphire Prize in
2005. The book was followed by a second
book, Teen (2009), and Woman (2012), the
third book to complete this trilogy.

Frankel has written over 35 children’s
books, which have been translated into
many languages, and illustrated dozens
of children’s books by other authors. She
has received numerous awards for the
books she has written and illustrated,
including the Israel Museum Ben-Yizhak
Award for the Illustration of a Children’s
Book and the Hans Christian Andersen
Illustration Award.

Michel Kichka
was born in 1954 in Liege, Belgium,
where he studied architecture at the
Academy of Art and Architecture. After
the Yom Kippur War, he immigrated to
Israel in 1947 and studied at the Bezalel
Academy of Art and Design. Over the
years, Kichka has written dozens of books
for children and adults, he has illustrated
for various newspapers, he has written
and illustrated comic stories for several
magazines in Israel, and he has worked
on avariety of cartoon projects in Israel
and around the world. From 2004 to 2010,
Kichka was chairman of the Cartoonists



The IlMlustrator’s

Blessing

Laureates of the Israel Museum
Illustration Prize, the founding

generation of contemporary Israeli
illustration, have chosen to present
promising young illustrators in

this exhibition:
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Five pairs of illustrators — icons we have
known since childhood alongside the
future generation of Israeli illustration —
weave in a series of creative encounters a
new, intergenerational link and present to
the public a dialogue replete with mutual
personal and professional admiration,
shifting between hesitating first steps
and a reflective examination of the past.

The exhibition stems from a
collaboration between the Edmond de
Rothschild Foundation in Tel Aviv and the
Illustration Library at the Youth Wing of
the Israel Museum, Jerusalem. The young
illustrators were given a free reign in
choosing their works for the exhibition:
books, sketches, collages, drafts, etc.
The body of work featured in the gallery
is characterized by the wish to create
and present a “visual visiting card” that
defines the independent language here
and now.

The artists are led by their own
personal interpretation. A work that
started off as a sketch for a client at times
leads to a personal work; an archived
remnant from an academic exercise or
project suddenly leads to a breakthrough
in working with a client. All feature
attempts at simultaneously intensifying
and revitalizing, a wish to find an old-
new meaning, a narrative that becomes
aresearch motif. Each illustrator’s board

Yossi Abolafia chose Eli Babajanov
Alona Frankel chose Talia Drigues
Danny Kerman chose Eden Ofir
Michel Kichka chose Valya Rozencvaig
Ora Eitan chose Einav Vaisman

presents a process of personal-reflective
examination of their own body of work in
progress, each is different and unique, yet
seems to be connected by the yearning
for balancing working with clients and
initiating personal projects.

The film that accompanies the
exhibition documents the poighant
encounter between the artists, and
the honest, nurturing discourse that
arises from it. The senior illustrators
tell the future generation of artists why
they chose them and offer advice and
encouragement, each in his or her unique
way. This intergenerational dialogue
reflects a joint excitement for iconic
and contemporary Israeli illustration,
moments of laughter, authenticity and
mostly a deep love of illustration, an
art that is a unique mix of word-image-
story. Together they share tips about
illustration techniques, insights about
good and not-so-good texts, forming
a stylistic identity and tutoring, family
and livelihood, commercial and artistic
success, as well as painful moments of
failure and dreams.

Yossi Abolafia emphasized Eli
Babajanov’s talent for drawing, his
deep understanding of humans through
expression and body language in his
works; Alona Frankel stressed the
humor and intelligence in Talia Drigues’



