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”In oxder to pull the age out of captivity,
In orxder to begin a new world,

The elbows of nodulax days

Must be bound with a flute.”

(Mandelstam, “The Age” 17-20)
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The Edmond de Rothschild Center works to promote and nuxture artists and
designexs who are graduates of higher art and design studies in Israel
during their initial yeaxs of activity. The Centexr’s activity focuses on
providing the artists with tools and on developing their professional

skills in the early stages of their careers.
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The exhibition The Bold and the Beautiful
presents the works of eight artists, all
recent years’ bachelor degree graduates of
Israel’s various art academies. They created
the works especially for the exhibition,
referencing and responding to the concepts of
‘artificial’, ‘plastic’ and ‘manipulation’.

The Bold and the Beautiful (often refexxed

to as B&B) is an American soap opera that
premiered in 1987 and runs to this day.

It takes place mainly in Los Angeles and
centers on the Forrester family, which owns
the prestigious fashion brand "Forrester
Creations". B&B aired in Isxael frxrom the mid-
1990s. Long before the waves of docu-reality
washed over television screens, bringing a
close encounter with rich and extroverted
characters, B&B exposed the Israeli audience
to excessive wealth and feigned luxury. The
Bold and the Beautiful exhibition combines the
fantasies and delusions of the participating
artists in parallel lines of similarity, which
generate a synthesized experience for scripted
scenes. B&B’s melodramatic plot twists often
revolve around absurd romance, intrigue, and
collusion. Some of the exhibition’s works offer
a critical and ridiculing look at the show’s
exaggerated nature, while others deal with
issuves derived from it more generally, such
the division to ‘good’ and ’‘evil’, fetishism,
materialism, and admiration of status symbols.

Nearly 9,000 episodes have thus faxr been
filmed foxr the sexies. Unlike othex soap
operas, B&B episodes are only 20 minutes
long. In addition, scenes from the previous
episodes are not shown at the beginning of
each episode, making it moxe difficult to
keep track of the plot. The exhibition’s
woxrks seem to have been uprooted from the
artists’ studios, where they work in a
vacuum, faxr from examining eyes and guiding
hands. Placing these works in space creates
a kind of individual ‘chaptexs,’ cosmically
intexconnected materialistically and
philosophically, but not programmatically.

The exhibition examines the feasibility of
the appearance of unnatural phenomena

in natural materials and draws inspiration
from the soap opera’s artificial reality.
Over the years, significant criticism of B&B
has targeted the fast-paced plot changes,
especially with regaxd to relationships
between the characters. Some reviews have
praised the series for quickly terminating

Johad Arkin / English Garden (2022)

Sara Blum / Untitled (2022)

Einav Zilbex / Enslow 022)

problematic plot lines (fox example, the
almost romantic relationship between Ridge
and Bridget that was not well received by

the audience as the two were perceived as
relatives, despite the fact they are not blood
relations). In contrast, other critics have
lamented that some stories fade away without
a definite conclusion. Just like the show,
whose plot splits into diffexent stoxylines,
each spread ovexr multiple episodes, so too
the exhibition does no ified,
continuous narrati - but rather, as an
enigmatic organdfsm wit a solgtion.

arolina Lehan / Baits (2022)

Flowex, mesh pxrint on wood and plexiglass
sculptures, 50x90 cm / Radish, mesh pxint
on a wooden sculpture, 50x90 cm / Centipede,
painted wooden sculpture, 50x90 cm /

Hexb, mesh print on a wood and plexiglass
sculpture, 50x90 cm

Johad Axkin / Pick me! (2022)

MDF wood sculpture

Dimensions variable

Sound design: Gili Amar and the Amar family
Sculpture design and execution: Dekel Azoulay

Once every two weeks in Michal's garxden in
Beit Zayit, the gardeners are asked to tend
the garden in such a way that would create the
impression no gardenex had been therxe. In the
autumn, they were asked to rake away half

of the fallen leaves and keep the other half
lying nonchalantly about (oxr, more precisely,
retain the exact amount of leaves Michal
liked), because leaves form a shield fxom

the cold and provide the soil with mineral
and salt nourishment. In addition, Michal's
garden bordered on the forest and was like
”"an extension of the foxest,” as she put it.

The sculptures in the English Garden include
grass, a radish, a flower, and a centipede -
all made of MDF, and plexiglass and painted
in metallic car paints. The two-dimensional
images underwent extrusion (a 3D modeling
software command to make a three-dimensional
object out of a flat substrate), which tuxrned
them into boxes that could be filled with

new meaning corxesponding with the box’s
shape. For example, the flowexr sculpture is
filled with Styrofoam balls used in packaging
as insulation materials - but whose function
is also to improve drainage in soil

planting mixtures foxr pots and flower beds.

Coppex, leathex, 30x150x135 cm

Mixed media, 20x45x110 cm

Wood Carving, 200x180 cm

The connecting copper arms form a rounded,
oyster-like object. Sheets of leathexr are
stretched between the poles - hairy on the
front side, black and sleek on the reverse
side. The copper arms are bent protectively
oxr over the round wax base atop of which

they are positioned. Blum creates an enlarged
object that has emerged from the watexr ox was
cultured in a mad scientist’s lab by fusing
diffexent materials and creating a hybxid
creature, which now rests in a corner of the
room. It seems to be gathering strength or
perhaps planning to attack.

Undexr Blum’s hand, materials processed

by humans and destined for use come to life,
with an intexrior and an exterior, changing
their skin thxrough the protruding skeleton,

in a movement that unfolds to embrace space as
a kind of resonant wall.

The work starts at the moment of the accident,
pexrsistently slowing down in reversed athletic
endurance. The x-rays, revealing that which
survived and that which could be endured,
themselves deleterious, damaging the spoilt
altar panels.

The altar consists of repurposed drum skins
stretched over drum rings subjected to bending
into squares. Five double-fronted panels
hold-axe held by thxree interlocking joints.
Like clavicles transformed into an upright
position (Don’t wanna! Don’t wanna know!).
With diffusive edges on the east and the west,
a helmet, its owner’s cologne still lingering
after months of evaporation, appears doubled
in an isotxopic squint. It is pushed onto the
surface of the skin in black coating, a flute
running through it.

A flute on the right and on the left, akin to
the tongues of the supporters of a coat of
axms. Sealed and flat they face a gaping skull
in my image. They will start a new woxld:

”“In oxder to pull the age out of captivity,

In orxdexr to begin a new world,

The elbows of nodulax days

Must be bound with a flute.”

(Mandelstam, “The Age” 17-20)

- Seth Enslow is an American off-road
motorcyclist and a motocross champion, the
fastest - despite his name. In 1999, in an

o break the record for a motoxcycle
off and crushed his skull.

In this work, Carolina Lehan has created

a wooden relief depicting female figures and
androgynous creatures, mythical and iconic
symbols, all intertwined with one anothex.
Lehan takes hexr inspiration from frieze

of the great Pexrgamon Altax, depicting Hecate,
the triple-faceted goddess and Axtemis,

the goddess of the hunt, as they battle the
Giants.

Using a natural material, wood, which
undexgoes a process of carving and cutting,
Lehan applies hex techniques by researching
various forms of craft and production
methods, both contemporary and ancient. This
is exemplified by the wooden scraps scattered
on the floox. Like construction scraps in

the urban landscape, the wood becomes an
industrial building matexrial.

The work serves as a portal - an object

that enables the viewers to leave the familiar
space behind and move into a distributed,
chaotic universe, which exposes an innex
discourse with the symbolism of the foxest as
a space that invites wandering into new axeas
of consciousness.

Muhammad Toukhy / II (2022)

Deborah Fischer / How could you?

Mixed media, Dimensions variable

In July 2019, an article under the heading,
“"The pigeon that refuses to leave the Jabliya
Mosque in Yaffa” appeaxred on a community news
website. The article reported the case of

a pigeon flying into the mosque located in the
Jabliya neighborhood (Givat Aliya) in southexn
Yaffa, nesting on one of the air conditionexs
and laying its eggs there, fxrom which chicks
latexr hatched. “The mosque’s muezzin tried to
get the pigeon out by all means, and recently
took its chicks to the mosque’s balcony, but
this step did not result in the banishment

of the pigeon, which found a safe refuge

for itself and its offspring in the mosque's
prayer area," the article read, alongside a
video documenting the pigeon residing in the
mosque’s space.

Project II is a video installation, consisting
of a podium, a kind of a mosque sexmon

stand, and a treated video film taken from the
"Yaffaas.com" news site. The video, which is
connected to the podium, is covexed with
plexiglass cutouts echoing the symbol of

the Seal of Solomon. The signet ring is
attributed in medieval mystical traditions

to King Solomon. Beliefs associated with the
symbol developed in parallel within Islamic
and Jewish mysticism. Finally, this symbol
developed into the Star of David, which
became the symbol of the Zionist movement in
modern times.

According to tradition, this ring gave
Solomon the power to command demons and to
speak with animals.

Mesh print on Mylar, fusion, sound,
reuse of the mechanism of a flying shaxk toy,
40x120x130 cm

Ridge Forrestex, a balloon head hovexring in
space, attempts to make conversation in the
exhibition’s space. But rather than shaxp,
muffled "mingling" talk, the woxds are
discharged as uncontrollable vomit. The
balloon head is engaged in incessant monologue
composed of pieces of conversation and chattex
from The Bold and the Beautiful daytime drama
show. These bits and pieces were shuffled

and put back togethexr into word blocks.
Disjoined from their original context, they
wexe reattached at random intexvals, which
sometimes leave room for exhibition visitozxs
to try and fill in the missing role.

The arrogant Ridge, smooth and dominant, is
made of a shiny balloon shell. He’s all bluff
and bluster, full of good intentions and ready
for a passionate kiss. How could you?

Gil Koxmos / Daddy's Son (2022)

Itamar Stamlexr / Deadlift (2022)

Mixed media, Dimensions variable

Readymade and mixed media, Dimensions variable

‘Daddy’s son’ is a word play based on the
sound resemblance to ‘Dyson’. The object is a
silicone mold of a Dyson vacuum cleaner, with
artificial hair and sofa upholstery, addressing
what artist Gil Kormos likes to call
domesticated fetishism - our humanizing and
sanctifying treatment of domestic objects. In
our relationships with the objects around us,
we express ouxr extinguished desires; in this
case, the industrial vacuum cleaner becomes

a grotesque, synthetic monstex, the love
child of a human and a vacuum cleanex. Dyson
users vacuum and vacuum, trying to improve
their lives and instill within themselves the
confidence of owning the instxument.

The object’s sofa upholstery is reminiscent
of the home world, the protected nest that
suddenly tuxns unsafe with the birth of the
strange creature.

The artificial hair adds grotesqueness in an
attempt to turn the Dyson into a monster with
hair. The two synthetic materials, silicone
and artificial haixr, try to resemble a body.
Daddy’s Son is the product of a human and
his/her Dyson, a creatuxre of both human and
robotic qualities.

Stamlex’s work explores the tremendous
impact of technology on the changing state
of mind and body through a variety of media,
irony and humox. His investigation offexs an
empathetic approach to the diffexent ways in
which contemporary lifestyle is shaped by
technological progress.

In Deadlift, Stamler cxeated a relationship
between a medical hoist, used by people with
disabilities, to a slug-like object, hanging
from it. He thus attempts to link the physical
disability to an existential mental and
emotional state, referring to how technology
is a direct extension of the body, generating
complete dependence in the pexson who cannot
break away from it.
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“In order to pull the age out of captivity,
In oxder to begin a new world,

The elbows of nodular days

Must be bound with a flute.”

(Mandelstam, “The Age” 17-20)
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